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[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]PSCI 205: State and Local Government
State Policy Comparison Paper 
Outline Rubric and Instructions

This paper will be a cumulative work that students will build on throughout the semester, focusing on one particular policy topic addressed in law(s) or bill(s) in two different states.  It should detail the differences within the policies and the states and provide an analysis for why these exist.  
The paper (3-4 pages, double-spaced, size 12 Times New Roman or Cambria font) should incorporate information on the general topic, the bill(s) and/or law(s) themselves (what they say, who supported them, how they fared), the similarities/differences in the states that likely influenced this, and their ramifications through the student analysis (what it means and why it matters).  Critically reflecting upon what you have learned this semester and your research into this policy, why do you think it was addressed differently among the two states?  In addition, the paper should include a title, an introduction, appropriate citations, a conclusion, and a works cited page.  The paper should be free of grammatical, punctuation, and spelling issues and should follow a nice organizational flow throughout the content.  In addition, sources should be correctly cited and in-text citations should be appropriate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due on Friday, December 7th by class time (late assignments will be counted ten points off, beginning at 9:01 am on December 7th and will be given a zero after 7 days).  

	  
	Poor 
	Fine
	Good
	Great

	Introduction

	Provided general introduction to reader
	
	
	
	

	Included clear thesis statement
	
	
	
	

	Body

	Provided information & explanation on…
	
	
	
	

	…explanation of policy
	
	
	
	

	…state policy #1
	
	
	
	

	…state policy #2
	
	
	
	

	…state differences/similarities
	
	
	
	

	…analysis
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion

	Appropriately summarizes argument
	
	
	
	

	Concludes paper in 3-4 pages, excluding bib
	
	
	
	

	Writing

	Uses correct grammar
	
	
	
	

	Uses correct spelling
	
	
	
	

	Uses correct punctuation
	
	
	
	

	Uses appropriate paragraph lengths
	
	
	
	

	Writing is clear, cohesive, and consistent 
	
	
	
	

	Citations

	Cites sources correctly in APA style
	
	
	
	

	Included the Works Cited page 
	
	
	
	

	Overall

	Turned assignment in on-time
	
	
	
	



